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WITNESS STATEMENT OF FEREDE YESHIWENDIM NADEW

I, Ferede Yeshiwendim Nadew, father of Niyat Ferede, of Personal Data

| Personal Data | will say as follows

I am the father of Niyat Ferede (“Niyat”), one of the victims of the November 2021 tragedy.

I make this statement in order to provide relevant information to the ongoing Cranston
Inquiry examining the events of, leading up to and following the 23/24 November 2021
tragedy, based on my knowledge and understanding of the circumstances leading up to and
during the events under scrutiny.

My statement should be read together with the statements of my wife, Freweyni
Hailemariyam (“Freweyni”) and son, Morris Sleshi Tewelde (“Morris”). I have read and agree
with the contents of those statements. The matters set out in this statement are within my
knowledge unless otherwise stated.

I'acknowledge that the information that I received from my daughter prior to and during her
journey may not always have been complete and/or accurate. I miss my daughter, and
although I have tried to recall every detail of what she told me, I cannot remember everything.
We have been in mourning for a long time and everyone is still devastated. We have lived
through a war and my family and I have been through very difficult times. All of this has
affected my memory.

This statement was prepared with the assistance of my legal representatives at Duncan Lewis
solicitors.

Background

I am an Ethiopian national born on,i Personal Data m Kafta Humera in Western Tigray. I

Sensitive & Irrelevant

Sensitive & Irrelevant
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Sensitive & Irrelevant

8. My wife and I married in April 1997. We have four children in our family, including Niyat,
DOB 14 June 1999. My son Amanuel Ferede (“Amanuel”), DOBE PD tis from my
previous marriage, and Morris, DOB! PD {is Freweyni’s son from her previous

marriage. I consider Morris as my own son. Together my wife and I had Niyat and

Yeshiwendim.

9. Niyathad ahappy childhood. She was an extraordinary girl. She was so thoughtful and loving
towards her family. She grew up with her brothers in our home and went to school, and then
later to university in Mekelle. She was determined to become a pharmacist in Mekelle and to
devote her life to helping people.

10. Before the Tigray war, my family and I had a good and comfortable life in Mekelle. However,

the political feelings towards the Tigray region became increasingly negative. The
government was attacking Tigrayans and our culture through the media. This escalated into
all-out civil war in November 2020. From this point, it was no longer safe for any Tigrayan
person to live in Ethiopia.

11.1 Sensitive & Irrelevant

Sensitive & Irrelevant iThe fighting started in
the outskirts of Mekelle and in the west of Tigray before the conflict reached the citySensitive & Irrelevant:

Sensitive & Irrelevant i The

Ethiopian army was carrying out aerial bombardments at that time,| _Sensitive & Irrelevant |

Sensitive & Irrelevant

12. Niyat wanted to stay in Mekelle, so when the rest of us left she went into hiding with another

relative, Dr Amanuel . Dr Amanuel had no involvement in politics! Sensitive & Irrelevant i

Sensitive & Irrelevant EHe had a big house and his own clinic, and was well

respected. Niyat was closer to Dr Amanuel than the rest of us were, and he offered she could

stay with him. Nowhere in Tigray was safe at that time, and we were not sure whether Niyat
would be safe being with us on the long journey, so we agreed it was better for her to stay.

13. We left Mekelle around 23 or 24 November 2020. This was the last time I saw my daughter.

14. We went to Kola Tembien, a rural area approximately 100km north-west of Mekelle. We

travelled by car. Once in Kola Tembien, I left Freweyni with the children in a cave in the rocky
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part of the area. There were many displaced people hiding out in this area.| Sensitive & Irrelevant

Sensitive & Irrelevant

15.

16.

During this time my son Amanuel was in hiding in another town, Shire Inda Selassie, with
his wife. Many people sheltered there during the war.

After the federal government forces took control of Mekelle my family was able to return, and

in December 2020 Freweyni and the children came back to the city.i Sensitive & Irrelevant

Sensitive & Irrelevant .. In around January or February

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

2021, I walked approximately 600 kilometres to Sudan to escape the conflict.

After the Ethiopian forces captured Mekelle, telecommunications briefly opened up from
January 2021 until June 2021, which is how I informed Freweyni that I had gone to Sudan.
However, in June 2021, when the TPLF re-took control of the city, the federal government shut
down all communications with Tigray. From this time, whilst my family was in Mekelle and
I was in Sudan, we were not able to communicate with each other. The drone attacks and
fighting in the city also started again at this time, making Mekelle very unsafe.
Telecommunication and internet services were only fully restored in Tigray in the beginning
of 2023.

Journey from Ethiopia to France

My wife has explained in her statement what led Niyat to leave Mekelle, and I will not repeat
this here. I am aware that she left Tigray around January 2021, after Freweyni and the others
had come back to Mekelle. Everyone agreed it was not safe for Niyat to stay.

I spoke to Niyat several times after she arrived in Addis Ababa. During one call she told me
that she had been arrested in Addis Ababa, this was around January 2021 when she first
arrived. She told me was detained in Kaliti Prison for about a week, but she did not share any
details. Niyat and Morris later told me that they were planning to leave Ethiopia to go
somewhere safe. Morris was planning to go to Dubai and Niyat was planning to go to Europe.

I did not know that Niyat had left Ethiopia until she called me from Belgium in October 2021.
She said she was in Europe with her friend Meron Hailu Gebrehiwet (“Meron”). She told me
that Meron was from Adigrat in Tigray, and that they had become friends in Addis Ababa.
Meron was also a victim of the incident on 23/24 November 2021.

I was able to speak to Niyat regularly on the phone after she left Addis Ababa. I was in Sudan,
where there was no active conflict at the time, so I had signal and was able to communicate
with her. We talked about what was happening in Tigray, and she sent me photos of herself
on protest marches in Brussels against the Ethiopian federal government’s treatment of the
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Tigrayan people, demanding an end to the conflict. Niyat was politically engaged and she
cared deeply about what was happening in Tigray. The whole of Tigray was in danger at that
time and the rest of my family were trapped there. I could not communicate with them to get
confirmation that they were safe. It was so important to be able to speak with Niyat during
this time. We spoke so often because we needed each other.

22. Niyat told me that she and Meron were living with people from the Tigrinya and Catholic
communities in Brussels. As far as I am aware, this was the last place that she was living before
she went to Northern France.

23. Niyat told me that she was thinking about leaving Brussels and trying to go to England. She
was finding it very hard in Belgium because she could not speak the language. I told her that
I did not think it was safe to leave as it was cold and the weather was not good to travel in,
and that it would be better for her to stay with the Catholic community in Brussels.

24. When she was in Brussels we spoke almost every day on the phone but then suddenly, in mid-
November 2021, I did not hear from her. I did not know then that she had left Brussels to try
and cross to the UK. I was in contact with Morris at the time, and spoke to him regularly about
Niyat. After the boat sank he was following the news, so he would update me as he found out

more information.

Aftermath of the events of 23/24 November 2021

25. I found about the incident and Niyat's death when Morris called me approximately 10 or 15
days after the incident. He told me that she had drowned in the Channel. He said that the boat
had not been rescued and that Niyat had died.

26. I flew to France from Sudan. A woman from Red Cross spoke with the Embassies and
explained the situation, and they sorted out everything for me to get a visa from Sudan. I think
it was a tourist visa valid for 15 days. In France, I met Morris who had travelled from Dubai.
Before her burial, we were allowed to see her body. Morris and I identified Niyat. This was
an extremely emotional experience for me and I broke down in tears. I was devastated. We
attended Niyat’s burial together on 29 December 2021.

27. Niyat was buried in Lille. We were not able to repatriate her body at the time because of the
war in Tigray, and we decided to have her laid to rest in France.

28. The war in Tigray meant that I was barely able to make contact with my wife or my other

children for around two years after I left Ethiopia, because all communications in Tigray were
cut off for the majority of that period. I could not tell them anything that I knew about Niyat
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or that I had gone to her burial. I had very limited information about how they were doing
and whether they were safe in Tigray.

29. ! Sensitive & Irrelevant | after the Pretoria Agreement, which is the

Ethiopia-Tigray peace agreement was signed in November 2022. This was before the civil war

in Sudan started in April 2023. The agreement has brought some peace to Tigray, and Mekelle
is much safer than it was. However, Western Tigray is still at war and I do not believe that we
have established long-term peace in the region. Our lives are still difficult.

30. We lost our daughter in a place that we do not know or understand. When she told me that
she was in Europe, I really hoped that she would be safe. We are a very close family who have
suffered a lot in different ways. My wife has shared in her statement how special Niyat was
and how much we all loved her. It is too much to bear that we lost our daughter because she
was trying to find somewhere safe.

Statement of Truth
I believe the facts stated in this witness statement are true. I understand that proceedings for
contempt of court may be brought against anyone who makes, or causes to made, false

statement in a document verified by a statement of truth without an honest belief in its truth.

Signed:

Date:

Name:
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